Synergia Grant
Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF)

Submission deadline: 01/Dec/2018**17.00h Swiss local time
Sinergia promotes the interdisciplinary collaboration of two to four research groups that propose
breakthrough research.
Duration: 1 to 4 years

Applicants



No less than 2 and no more than 4 applicants may apply together for a Sinergia grant.



The consortium as a whole must have adequate experience in managing research projects.



One applicant must be designated as the legal representative of all applicants vis-à-vis the

SNSF. If the grant is approved, this applicant becomes the corresponding grantee. This person
may not be outside Switzerland. The grants are paid to the institution at which the corresponding
grantee is employed. The corresponding grantee is responsible for forwarding the funds.

Project partners


They contribute to the research project through cooperation with the consortium, without

being responsible for the project.


Their role must be clearly described in the grant application.



They can benefit from the grant, but their contributions must be budgeted in the

application.
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Restrictions


Only one Sinergia grant per person and period for all applicants.



Only one Sinergia application per applicant and deadline.



SNSF professors may submit a Sinergia application 2 years after starting their SNSF

professorship at the earliest. Ambizione grantees are excluded for the duration of their grant

Further conditions

Before drafting a Sinergia proposal, applicants need to ensure that the project also complies with
the following definitions and rules:
Interdisciplinary research
Interdisciplinary research is defined as research across disciplinary boundaries. In order to
achieve the research objectives, it is necessary to integrate elements (theories, methods, concepts,
etc.) from two or more disciplines. A similar degree of importance is attached to all the
disciplines involved. Collaborative proposals that involve only one discipline or one main
discipline supported by auxiliary disciplines should be submitted in SNSF project funding:
Link project funding (Research in one main discipline)
An application should be related to disciplines from at least two different research domains of
the following SNSF-list:
SNSF research domains and disciplines (PDF)
Collaborative research
Collaborative research means that the research goals can only be achieved if two or more
applicants combine their complementary expertise and knowledge in a new, joint research
approach. The collaboration of research groups from different types of institutions (UASs, UTEs,
universities, ETH/EPF, etc.) is also welcome.
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Breakthrough research
Breakthrough research is distinguished by a high potential for shifting or invalidating paradigms.
This type of research questions or goes beyond existing models, theories, doctrines, research
approaches, methods, etc. It opens up new research fields and is often of a high-risk, high-reward
nature.

Eligibility of applicants


All applicants must have obtained a doctorate at least four years before submitting the

application or have equivalent research experience.


All applicants must be employed with a work-time percentage of at least 50% for the

duration of the project at a research institution eligible to receive research funding from the
SNSF or have been given written assurance of such employment.


All applicants must be in a position to carry out research projects under their own

responsibility and to lead project staff.


All applicants must make a substantial contribution to the proposed research. The

research infrastructure necessary to carry out the proposed research must be at their disposal.


If there are three or more applicants, one applicant may be based at a research institution

abroad, if his/her expertise is essential, meaning it is not available in Switzerland (2+1, 3+1).

Preparation and submission of the application (mySNF, research plan, etc.)

Applications must be submitted via the online platform mySNF:


mySNF

It is recommended that applicants start entering details in mySNF as soon as possible after the
launch of the call. Setting up a new mySNF user account may take up to one week. On mySNF,
help texts offer detailed advice on writing and submitting the grant application. The application
has to be written in English.
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The CVs and scientific track records of all applicants, as well as the research plan must be
submitted as PDF-documents via mySNF. The following guidelines must be adhered to in
principle:


Guidelines for the CV and scientific track record of applicants (PDF)



Guidelines for the research plan (PDF)

The proposal must include a Data Management Plan (DMP) set up according to the requirements
issued by the SNSF. The content of the DMP is directly entered in the mySNF submission form.
It is not possible to upload a DMP as a separate PDF file.
Please keep in mind the time needed to complete the DMP during the submission procedure.
Details

Evaluation procedure and decision

Assessment criteria
The following specific aspects of the general assessment criteria of the SNSF (scientific quality
of the proposed research project, scientific qualifications of the researchers) assume greater
importance in the evaluation of Sinergia proposals:


The project comprises breakthrough research with a high potential for shifting or

invalidating existing paradigms.


Ability of the applicants to successfully conduct breakthrough research and

complementarity of their expertise and knowledge


Quality of the interdisciplinary collaboration and adequacy of the organisation in

view of the joint research objectives


Adequacy of the requested budget.

Evaluation
The evaluation consists of three steps:
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1) Formal verification: The Administrative Offices of the SNSF check whether the submitted
application meets the formal and personal requirements. They may also check whether the
application complies with the rules of scientific integrity:
Regulations of the National Research Council on the treatment of scientific misconduct by
applicants and grantees (PDF)
2) International peer-review process: The application is sent to usually two or more external
reviewers and evaluated using a list of questions based on the Sinergia assessment criteria. Once
a funding decision has been reached, the applicant can access the anonymised external reviews
via mySNF:
List of questions for the assessment of Sinergia applications (PDF)
3) Examination by the Sinergia evaluation commission: Based on the external reviews, two
members of the Sinergia evaluation commission evaluate the application and rank it according to
the assessment criteria. Subsequently, the Sinergia evaluation commission discusses and
compares all applications and reaches provisional funding decisions. In a last step, the Presiding
Board of the Research Council verifies whether the procedures have been correctly applied and
the budget and other conditions complied with. If this is the case, it approves the provisional
decision of the evaluation commission.
Communication of the decision
The final decision is generally taken five-and-a-half to six months after the submission deadline.
The Administrative Offices of the SNSF communicates the final decision to the applicants as
soon as possible in the form of a ruling (in accordance with the Federal Act on Administrative
Procedure).
Sinergia evaluation commission
The list contains the names of the members of the evaluation body Sinergia evaluation
commission. For the SNSF, interaction between applicants and members of evaluation bodies
over applications is not compatible with academic best practices.
Sinergia evaluation commission
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Does Sinergia also finance research groups based abroad?
Yes, a Sinergia project may include one (and only one) foreign research group. Like the two or
three other research groups of the Sinergia project based in Switzerland, the foreign group may
receive funds for conducting research linked to the Sinergia project.
If this answer has not been helpful to you, please do not hesitate to write to us.

What is a project partner?
A project partner makes only a small contribution to a research project. He or she is not the driving
force behind the project and is not responsible for its progress. Project partners may be academic
researchers or individuals working in the public or non-profit sector. They may receive funding
through the project, but will not be employed as project staff

What is the difference between an applicant and a project partner?
Applicants are responsible for the proposed project and the grant (if awarded) in scientific and
administrative terms and they make a substantial contribution to the project. It was they who came
up with the research idea and the research plan was developed by them; they are also entitled to
include the grant in their CV as one of their scientific achievements. They are also responsible for
organizing and staffing the project, personnel management, outcomes and output.
Project partners make an important scientific or methodological contribution the project. However,
they are not responsible for the research proposal in scientific or administrative terms and may not
refer to the grant as their own accomplishment.
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For more information:
SNSF website:
http://www.snf.ch/en/funding/programmes/sinergia/Pages/default.aspx#Preparation%20and%20s
ubmission%20of%20the%20application%20%28mySNF%2C%20research%20plan%2C%20etc.
%29

Contact info
E-Mail sinergia@snf.ch

After reviewing the information in this file and the SNSF website you can contact the “Leading
House of IRAN and SWITZERLAND Academic Partnerships”:
irsw-leadinghouse@tums.ac.ir
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