DIVINE ETHICS

Lecturer: Syed Ali Hussaini Dolatabod

Tehran University of Medical Sciences




First Session

Composed By

Syed Wafadar Hussain




3|Page (DIVINE ETHICS)

e (e el .
[ —

|II

“In the name of Allah most gracious most mercifu

This hour we are going to talk about the issue of ethic. Ethic or
moral issues. The literal and technical meaning of ethic: in Arabic we
call it “Al-akhlag” (3>&Y). “Al-akhlag” (3&%) is the plural form for “Al-
khulg” (&), “Al-khulg” (333) means behavior. So we are talking and
speaking about the ethic or moral values. Now we want to know that
what the definition of this science or knowledge is. The definition is
that the attributes and features in the soul which automatically
generate actions and behavior. As in the formal class, | said that man is
made of two parts, physical body and spirit. When | say spirit, spirit is
the same thing as soul. In the traditions and in the Holy Quran we have
the word “Nafs” (u«4), we have the word “Rooh” (z.$.), and we have
the word “Qalb” («8). Heart, for example, when it says:
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“Qalb” (<) doesn’t mean that physical heart, when we say heart
but sometime we look at the matter physically, heart is something that
you are familiar with it, on the left side of the body, if it does not work
and pump the blood and if it stops working, it means that man has
come to the end of his life. The main role is given to the heart. Some
people face heart attack, but that one we don’t mean here. In the Holy
Quran, when it says that their hearts are sealed.

(V6 — dend) gl gl i sl
Here, it doesn’t mean that physical one.

z 3 ;o///l'ij},/’b,//,"//om @
(P - slal) o gitia Ade 1S gl 36 3580 5 il aaldl &




4|Page (DIVINE ETHICS)

“Fuaad” (¥3%), again means this one (spiritual one). , All these
four things have the same meaning. What is it? As | said. Man is made
of two parts, the physical one and the spiritual one, it means the
spiritual one. Sometime the holy Quran says:

(V - Llady puaddly)  “Wa) g Lag (i g”
(£Y - Jalll)  “ad) B giy
Sometimes it says “Rooh” (C.s),

(Ao - s1oal) 2ol oo il

So these four names are different wordings of one thing. Human
being is made of body and spirit. This is physical (body) and this is not
physical (spirit). This physical (body) is formed first, after four months in
the womb of the mother, then the spirit will join. Before spirit there is
no life, after spirit there is life. Now for example, if you put the knife
and cut your finger, you will feel pain. What is this pain, pain is for
spirit, because there is a spirit so you will feel pain. But for example, if
somebody’s finger is cut, now if you cut it into pieces there is no pain,
because there is no spirit in that one. When we feel pain in our body, if
you injure it, it’s because of spirit. As soon as the spirit is taken, when
somebody is dead, if you cut it into pieces there is no pain. Life is
because of spirit. When there is no spirit, there is no life. Man is alive as
long as there is a spirit, if there is only body, man is dead. So the Holy
Quran, if it says:

(£ - »J) “ udN) uﬁ’\gﬁg A
“Allah will take the soul.”

The soul is the spirit. It means the heart, it means that your
spiritual part of the body and spirit will not die, there is no death (for



http://library.islamweb.net/newlibrary/display_book.php?idfrom=1959&idto=1960&bk_no=49&ID=2051#docu
http://library.islamweb.net/newlibrary/display_book.php?idfrom=991&idto=1054&lang=&bk_no=49&ID=1009
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spirit), for body there is death and what is the meaning of death, taking
out the soul. That is the meaning of death.

So the definition is that the attributes and features in the soul,
attributes and features of a man. What do | mean by attributes? The
attributes and features of a person, by attributes | mean the virtues,
for example the issue of generosity, a person is generous , so generosity
is one of the attributes, miserliness, (JAd)) is one of the attributes. Piety
is one of the attributes, bravery, anger, happiness cowardliness,
sadness are all attributes. When | say, | am happy and | am sad,
happiness and sadness, these are attributes. Where is the position of
these attributes, they are not body, they are the soul of man. So when
we have some attributes in our soul, these attributes generate actions
and behaviors, we call them “Akhlag” (3>a)).

When a person is happy you see that he is showing some
behavior, from the behavior you understand that he is very happy.
When somebody is sad or upset, he shows some behavior, you
understand that he is very sad. That was the definition of morality and
the definition of the science of ethics. What is it, the science of ethic
“lIm-Ul-Akhlag” (@¥a¥lle), that science , it introduces the different
types of good and bad things and also it teaches us how to acquire and
repel them, so the ethic teaches us two things, one it tells us what are
good and what are bad, for example, the ethic will tell us that telling
the truth is good but telling lie is bad, to be honest is good and to be
dishonest is bad, to be generous is good and to be miser is bad.

So two things, first it teaches us what is good and what is bad.
Secondly, the second duty of “lIm-Ul- Akhlag” (@>AaY¥lle) is what, it
teaches us how to acquire and repel. How to acquire them and how to
repel them. So in “llm-Ul-Akhlag” there are two levels, two steps, the
both steps are being taught by “lim-Ul-Akhlag” (33&¥lle). Two steps,
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first is theoretical and the second one is practical, you see, the one
which teaches and introduce is theoretical, then how to acquire it, how
to repel it, that is practical.

In Arabic, this one is called “Al-Akhlag-Un-Nazari” (s &3 @¥AYY),
the theoretical and the other one is “Al-Akhlag-Ul-Amali” (sesd) 33AY),
the practical. The Arabic one is not important to learn but what | am
trying to say that sometimes we are talking theoretically but sometime
we are talking practically. For example, to tell lie is bad, to tell the truth
is good. Sometime | only teach you and introduce to you that boys and
girls, please pay attention that, to tell lie is bad and to tell the truth is
good. But another side, another step is that when you ask me that |
know that lie is bad and truth is good, but please teach me what | can
do, how | can manage not to tell a lie and to tell the truth. | have a bad
habit. Always | tell lie, you teach me how to acquire the truth and repel
the lie.

We know that to be generous is good. What is generous
(354«)? Generous means that a person that whenever he sees poor
people, if he is rich he give money, always he invites people to his
house, always his house’s gate is open to everybody, like Hatam in the
beginning of Islam. Generosity is good, miserliness is bad.

Some of the people are very miser, for example, he walks 10
km. Sometimes he is walking just because he want to do sport and to
exercise, its good, but sometimes not to pay money to taxi. If it is for
exercise, it is good. As young students you must not always ride a taxi,
the way from the dormitory to college is not too long, you can walk. But
sometime you see, some people do not want to spend money that is
miser.

Miser person is not always in money and financial matters, for
example me, if | have a little knowledge, | don’t want to give my
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knowledge to you, that is also miserliness, for example, if you know
computer, | don’t know, | came to you that please teach me, you didn’t
teach me, that is also another type of miserliness. So some students
have bad habits, but they don’t know how to get rid of them, to repel
them, they don’t know. “lIm-Ul-Akhlag” (@>a¥lle) does two things,
introduces the different types of good and bad things, this is theoretical
and it teaches us how to acquire and repel, that is practical aspect of
“lm-Ul-Akhlag” (3aN¥ale),

There are two classification of “lIm-Ul-Akhlag” (33\a¥lle) based
on this definition. Sometimes we have descriptive one, descriptive one
is that theoretical one, we describe, we just explain, we just say what is
good and what is bad, this is descriptive one. But sometimes it is
applied one, normative ethics. In normative ethics and in applied ethic
we practically teach you what to do and what not to do.

The importance and status of applied ethics, is it important, of
course. Now we want to show you the importance of this knowledge.
Because unfortunately some of the students they think, they imagine
that this lesson morality is not something that we waste our time, we
go to the class, and if we go, we have to go because of the mark. No.
You must not have such type of approach to this matter. You must
know that if a person does not have this morality in his life, he has
nothing. Look at the saying of Imam Kazim (A.S), the seventh imam, he
says:

« bl At gl 5 b 3 o olld L el alal) A5 »

“The most necessary knowledge for you is the knowledge which
teaches you how to purify your heart”

Ref.: Mustadrak-Ul-Wasail, Vol. 12, Chapter 101, No. 13792.
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If you are familiar with Arabic grammar, sometime we say it is
necessary, if | say it is necessary, what is the word, it is “lazim” (aJ¥),

sometimes | say the most necessary, it is “Alzam” (é}‘). Imam (A.S) is

saying that “Alzam-Ul-lIm” (93’4‘ éjﬁ), we have the knowledge of
medicine, law, politics, sociolo/gy, psychology, a lot of branches. Which
of them is most important? If you look from a materialistic point of
view, the one which has more money in it, but if you are looking from
the way that the seventh imam is looking at it, imam says that:

“The most necessary knowledge for you is the knowledge which teaches
you how to purify your heart”

é.hﬁ Tha ="

Here again remember it says purify your heart, heart again we
don’t mean this (physical one), heart here means your soul, your spirit,
the one which is the main part of your body. The most necessary
knowledge for you is the knowledge which teaches you how to purify
your heart.

bilud 1 gl ¢

And what issues will perish and destroy your heart, because some
qgualities will destroy your heart and some qualities will revive your
heart. So this saying of Imam-E-Kazim (A.S) is very important. Is there
any verse of Holy Quran? Listen and look at the translation:

5 S5 5 AaUs aede 6t agia Vsl ;”Y\uﬂuu i) 3k »
«wd)@bﬂﬁaﬁw\yuu\gw\guhﬁ\w

Ref.: (Surah 62, Verse 2)
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“Allah is the one, who sent among the illiterate people a messenger
from among themselves, to recite to them his words of revelation and in
order to purify them.”

In order to purify them. This is very important. So you see the
verse of the Holy Quran is telling us that Prophets are being sent by
God, for what, three duties. They have three aims. First,

- - // e }c/
“dle agals ) oliy
A Ve '

To read to you the revelation, the messenger of God have come,
what is Quran, who brought it to us, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). First
duty of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is to bring us the revelation, that O
men, these are God’s words. Secondly, after death, after giving of the
revelation.

ué’g_)SJ; X%

“Yuzakee him” (aé-,\SJe) is the ethic. The science of ethic is
“Yuzakee him” (ég-,\gjé), to purify. To purify you. How can we purify, by
this science of ethic, not by science of psychology or sociology or other
sciences. The other sciences have not been established for purification
of the people. So this is the second responsibility of a messenger. After

revelation is “Yuzakee him” (ee-,\SJg) The third one is “Wa yualimo hum”
(m=d22 3). First purification, after that knowledge.

| am really upset sometimes when | see that people pay
attention only to knowledge, for example, your father and your mother,
this is just as an example, | don’t mean exactly. My father, if my father
looks at me only materially. What he says, he says that, O my son,
please try to go to the university, not any branch of knowledge, only
medicine and tomorrow | want to see you to be a dentist, to be a
physician or other branches of medicine. He is looking at you that
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tomorrow you will be an honor for him because you are a physician.
But the Holy Quran says that no, stop, wait. Knowledge is in the second
position, before knowledge it should be purified. If you are not purified,
your heart is not purified, whatever you put in it, it will become dirty.

Milk is good but how do you drink the milk, you put the milk in a
glass. If the glass is dirty, you put the milk in that dirty glass, are you
ready to drink it. First it should be washed, the glass, it should be
cleaned, and then you put the milk. The milk is good, knowledge is
good but your heart should be clean. The heart, if it is not purified and
you put knowledge in it, what will happen. It will become like those
knowledgeable scholars, who will make bombs, atomic bombs and kill a
lot of people. Why? Because they also have knowledge. Today these
chemical weapons, do you think that a farmer is making them. No,
these are universities; these are laboratories, which are making
chemical weapons. And the scientists are there, but these scientists are
not purified people. Why? Because your heart is not purified, you are
making something which is killing thousands of people. So knowledge is
good like milk, but before that, you should purify your heart. This is why
that the I:Ioly Quran first says “Yuzakee him” ({ag-,\gjé), then “Yualimo
hum” (ee-ﬁl'-)) Why we say it is miracle. It is God’s word. Why we didn’t
say:

w83 5 pdlal g

No, because there is order. First purity and then knowledge. So
you are at the beginning of these seven years for studying. For seven
years, if you have not built in yourself, your heart, if you have not

worked on yourself, make sure that tomorrow when you will become
knowledgeable, you will not be good physicians.
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Today we have physicians; | don’t want to say all of them. But
there are some physicians that they look to the matter only materially.
A sick person has come to him and he needs an operation. He says that
ok ten million. If the sick people does not have it, then he says go, |
don’t have time. So this man is ready that one poor sick person will die
and suffer because of not having money. Why? Because this physician
is not purified person. He thinks that only money would help him. But if
he is a committed person, a purified person, he says that ok, since you
don’t have money | will operate you free or with a little money.

Today we have physicians that some of them are not ready to
go to some places, because of little of money. They select those
hospitals that pay them more. Money is not everything. This is why; the
Holy Quran says that Prophets have come to do three things. First, to
read to us revelation, to purify us and to teach us.

So this second class is more important than the first class. The
first class also is important. Because knowledge of knowing God. But
before that we should purify ourselves. Purification is very important.

This was the verse of the Holy Quran. And this is the saying of
Holy Prophet of Islam (PBUH), | am sure you have heard it, Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) said:

“GYAY) A e Ay Gl
“I am appointed as a messenger just to complete the moral virtues.”
Ref.: (Bihar-Ul-Anwar, Volume: 67, Chapter 59, No. 18)

What for? What is the aim of my appointment? What is the aim
of my mission? | am a messenger just to complete the moral virtues.
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And this book “Bihar-Ul-Anwar”. It is a collection of traditions.
It is 110 volumes, written by “Allama-E-Majlesi”. Many years he
suffered, he travelled to different countries to collect the traditions and
to give it to us.

Now this is the question and | want you to give the answer and
contribute. Why so many people have little knowledge about the moral
virtues? It is very important, but many people have little knowledge
about the moral virtues.

First, the answer is that, they don’t have the knowledge of the
moral virtues. And they don’t know how to get rid of these bad
behaviors. For example, some people, they know that they are
backbiters, always they backbite. And they know that it is very bad. But
they don’t know how to get rid of it.

So first of all, lack of knowledge. Secondly, another problem for
the many of the people is that, sometimes they face a kind of
contradiction in their life. Why? For example, me as a lecturer. | am
advising you that please, you should respect your parents. You learned
it, respect your parent at any price, you must obey them. But at the
same time, | say that please don’t disobey God at any price. Now in
your life, your father is ordering you and commanding you something. If
you obey your father, in fact you are disobeying God. If you obey God,
you are disobeying your father. They don’t know how to solve this
problem. But the science of ethic will teach us, how to solve this
matter. One of the responsibilities of the applied ethic is to solve these
problems.

Here | want to introduce some of the books about the applied ethic.
One is from Sunni scholar, and the other one is from a Shia scholar. For
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more information, | am introducing some other references that if you
want to refer, these two books are very important about applied ethic.

1. “Ahya-Ul-Uloom” by “Imam Muhammad Ghazali”, a Sunni scholar.
2. “Al-Muhajat-Ul-Baiza” by “Faiz Kashani”, a Shia philosopher.

“Muhajat-Ul-Baiza”, especially for those who know Arabic, is
really interesting book. | am sure you will enjoy it.

Applied ethic that | said, applied ethic means that in different
areas, we have the issue of ethic. These days, the science of ethic has
been expended a lot. In different sciences, you will see it.

For example, in the issue of “Biology”, we have “Bioethics”.
What is “Bioethics”, it means that those who are biologists, they are not
allowed to do whatever they wish. There are some moral values and
rules and regulations that they should care. What are they? We call
them “Bioethics”. For business, we have business ethics, for justice and
for the judiciary, we have criminal justice ethics. For environment, we
have environmental ethics. For you students of medicine, medicine
ethics. So these are some of the areas, that the science of ethic is very
effective and important. But here in this class we don’t want to talk
about bioethics, medicine ethic, business ethic, and these things. What
we Inshallah concentrate in this class, is the first chapter, is the ethic of
learning. Why | have selected this? Because you are in the way of
learning. You are students. Because of your duty of responsibility in this
matter. So | have selected this one and we will begin Inshallah from the
ethical learning.
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DIVINE ETHICS

Al Akiaq: or Ethics. It is the plural ofAlkul. What is the definition? We
are going to have a look at the literal and technical meanings of
Ethics. The literal meaning ofAlkul is behavior. For example,
somebody has a good Khul, it means he has a good behavior, good
character. But technically, the attribute, the features is the soul which
automatically generates actions and behaviors. As previously
mentioned, we are made of two parts: the body and the soul.

There are some characteristics in our soul, these
characteristics generate actions and behaviors. The way that | am
behaving is based on the characteristics | have. The way you are
behaving is based on the characteristics that you have in your soul.
For example the issue of generosity. What is generosity? It is an
ability of sharing hand by always helps others. A person who always
help others. If he is rich, he gives money out; he invites people to his
house to help them. Like a man at the beginning of Islam who was
rich and everybody was invited to his house, and always he was open
to everybody. That is the meaning of generosity. If in a person, this
factor, characteristics is in cultivated, then he is a generous person.
The opposite of this habit is Bakheel: a person who is stingy and does
not have the previous characteristics mentioned.

Maybe you are not very rich but the more you spend, the
more you receive from Allah. And the more you keep your money, the
less you receive from Allah. The more you give out the more Allah
(S.W.A) will increase your wealth. So miserliness is bad and generosity
is good. These two characteristics are in the soul of a person and our
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behavior is based on those characteristics. This definition of Ethics
and this definition is moral definition of Ethics.

The sciences of Ethics. What is the definition? It introduces
different type of good and bad things and teaches us how to repel
them. It has two parts: First, the science of Ethics introduces us what
is good and bad. This is theory. For example, the meaning of
generosity, telling truth, backbiting, telling lie etc.... this is theory. But
sometimes we speak practically. You tell me for example, | have this
habit of backbiting and telling lie and ask me how you can get rid of
that bad habit. This is something else. For example, you come and ask
me" please where is the metro station? Then | tell you that go down
the street, go to your left side, go straight and you will find it. | am just
showing you the address. If you go this way you will reach there. But
sometimes | take my time to accompany you to the destination. These
are two different things.

The teachings of Akhlag does two things: first theatrically
speaking, it will introduce us what is good and bad. Secondly,
practically, it teaches us how to acquire generosity and how to repel
bad habits. Because of these two things, therefore we have two types
of Ethics: first is descriptive and the second is applied or normative.

The result of theory is description. The result of practice is
that | am showing to you how to apply Ethics in your life? It is applied
Ethics, it is applicable to life. There are different types of sciences with
their Ethics. In Biology, we have bioethics; it means biologists must be
careful of some ethical theories of biology. For Medicine, we have
Medicine ethics. For economics, we is Ethics of business. So the Ethics
that is applied or normative is more important than descriptive one.
Because the descriptive one is only based on stories. But applied one
shows us what to do practically and what we should not do. Se we
have descriptive Ethics and Normative Ethics.

The applied of Ethics is more important. The first tradition
from Imam Kazim (A.S) says:
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"The most necessary knowledge for you is the knowledge that shows
you how to purify yourself and your mind will become sick."

Imam (A.S) is trying to say, the most necessary knowledge for
everybody before any other things is the sciences of Ethics. But first,
purification and then knowledge. Knowledge without purification will
be very harmful. Look at the sciences today is making weapons. They
are not made by illiterate persons; they are being made by
experienced scientists in the laboratories.

But sometimes the scientist is a committed and purified
person, he says | don't abuse my knowledge; | don't put my
knowledge in the way of destruction mankind. | don't use my
knowledge in killing thousands of people. But the person who is not
purified does not care about all those things. This why Imam Ali (A.S)

We have two types of physicians: the first is purified one,
committed one and the second study medical just for money. The
first person, when a poor person needs an operation and he can't
afford the money of that operation, he will do the operation and will
not charge him.

But the second one will say, please go out if you don't have
money, this is your problem. This is the second type of physician. You
must not say that it is your problem. Because the problem of your
brother is your problem. We have heard of a lot of physicians who
were sent to rural areas, villages but refused to go there. Why?
Because there is no money there, there is no good life there. They say
they want to be in a big hospital in the capital, with big house, and
luxurious cars with millions of Tomans in every operation, every years
going abroad with their students studying there etc... These types of
physicians are not purified ones. It means they have only paid
attention to the material aspect of their field of study. Only Money.
That is why Imam Ali (A.S) says “if you become a physician, a lawyer,
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an engineer, a lecturer, an accountant or any field of study, first you
must be purified.

Allah says in holy Quran in Chapter 62 verse 2 @ Allah is the
one who sent among illiterate people a messenger among
themselves. The messengers have come. What are were the duties of
those messengers? According to the verse above, they had three
responsibilities.

Firstly to recite to them the whole revelation, secondly in
order to purify them and thirdly to teach them. From Prophet Adam
(A.S), prophet Noah (A.S), Ibrahim (AS.), Moses (A.S), Isa (A.S) and
finally prophet Mohammed S.A.W), all of them came because of the
three responsibilities. First reading to us the revelations, after
purification and then teachings. Whatever you want to study, first you
should purify yourself. Why you have come here? What is your aim of
studying it? If the aim is to make money alone, | am sorry. If you say |
have come to loan something to render some services to my people
and of course, when | render service money, taking money is not bad
from the same point of view; we did not say money is bad, money is
good. But your aim must not be that. Your first aim should be giving,
rendering services to the people especially the poor classes. Secondly
to have o good life, happy life; that is not bad.

Allah is trying to emphasize, first purification and then
teaching knowledge. Today we have unfortunately many scientists,
many knowledgeable persons who are very harmful to the society.
Syed Mutahari had a good say when saying: Sometimes a thief enter
your house, the house is very dark and because it is dark he has
nothing to take. But sometimes the thief come to your house and has
a torch, he uses the torch to enlighten the house and he knows and
see what to take. He says that: “when sometimes an illiterate person is
wrong doer, it is like a thief without torch. But sometimes when a
knowledgeable person is a wrong doer, such a person is like a thief
who has torchlight then he intentionally harms the society.
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The tradition of prophet Mohammed (S.AW.) says "l am appointed as a
messenger", He does not say | came to teach you. What is the aim of
my appointment? It is to teach you moral virtues. So these are the
three reasons.

Ethics bloodies the body, circulate in our body. Whatever
branch of study you are, there is Ethics behind it. If you are studying
Medicine, there is an Ethics behind it. Etc.... Applied Ethics is an Ethics
applicable to different branch of knowledge. As students, do you think
that learning has an Ethics? Yes. So the next session will be the Ethics
of learning (Inshallah).




Third Session
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Muhammad Ali Rasheed
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Divine Ethics - Session 3

If you remember we were talking about the importance of learning in
Islam and | gave you some traditions and verses. But | want to add
some more traditions and this tradition is from Prophet Muhammad
SAW.

The tradition says:
o AL p A3 il eyl Bl el o alad) b (e A Ugl 06 »
VA ipa Yz c(cﬂ\g* -.h) J‘J‘.‘Y‘ Jlaa

If you want to know that what is the difference between a
knowledgeable person and a person who is always worshipping God.
The person who is knowledgeable we call him Aalim, the person who is
not knowledgeable but he is a good man, always going to the mosque,
praying and saying zikr. We want to compare these two persons.
Prophet Muhammad SAW says:

“The knowledgeable person is superior to the person who is
worshipping, like the superiority of moon compare to other stars on the
14™ of the month.”

On the 14™ of the month when the moon is in its complete
form, and you look at the sky, you only see the moon and not the stars.
When there is moon the stars cannot be seen. Prophet says that a
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knowledgeable person is like a moon to the other stars. A
knowledgeable person to a worshiper like a moon to the other stars.

One clergyman who goes to Haoza like a physical doctor, the
same distance. We don’t want to humiliate the job of the doctor, no it
is important. A physician will save a sick person. But one sick person,
one dead body, one person who is going to die, you will be able to save
him. You will give him life again, but its life of one person. But imagine
like Imam Khomeini, what did he do? Like in Iran, 70 million were
became alive again. Not 70 million, | have been in a very far distant
countries in Africa, for example, those Africans they did not know
where Iran is, where Iraq is, west or east or what. But as soon as you
mention the name of Imam Khomeini, they were aware of that. And
they were really lovers of Imam Khomeini to the extent that they had
called and named their children in the name of Imam Khomeini and
they were ready to sacrifice their lives for Imam Khomeini. Imam
Khomeini with the revolution he brought in Iran it was not only for Iran,
for the whole world. And | myself | have heard many people abroad,
not only Muslims even non-Muslims that we love Imam Khomeini
because he is a person who is very brave and he stood against super
powers like America and Russia.

So what | am trying to say is that one good alim like Imam
Khomeini like our present leader and many other scholars, with one
book they can guide thousand and millions of the people. But the scope
of other knowledge’s are very limited. This is why that when Imam
Khomeini or Ayatollah Khamenei is giving lecture, you will see that
thousands of physicians are sitting there and listening to his speech. But
when a physician wants to speak, what about, only about his own
areas, not about Islamic matters. And apart from of the lecturer, that
one may be you say that | am talking about myself, but don’t forget
yourself, this tradition.
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Prophet says:

CJJ gd U8 5 AD S oa N &ga A Hailg J-\ai\ alics & ua & Yyt U »
a4 ul.ul.\ &) gou JAY\ uﬁeh.ﬁl\ jell.d! u\ $ QAJW § sladdl JM el &1 38 "
«. uLAAJJ.\ulAJu.uJAS‘\.AL\AS‘

VA iue Y c(u\gﬁ-b) JUAY\ Jlaa

“The one who is a teacher of good things”.

Not the teacher of anything, the teacher when he is teaching
somebody to do good, even may be you yourself, when you are talking
to one of your friend, and teaching him something, you’re trying to
guide him, to bring him to right path in that situation you are the
subject of that “mualim al khair”, as long as you are teaching good
things to people.
a1 5 AT akig
“Every creature which is on the earth”

Ad (a5

“All the fish in the oceans”

#1586 (A ra) @dUSs

“And the whole birds in the sky.”

In the land, in the sea, in the air. Whatever creature is on the earth,
man and even animals, whatever creature in the ocean, whatever

creature in the air, they will all ask forgiveness for such a person from
Allah.

aladal) 5 alad) & 5
“The person who is teaching and the person who is learning, the

teacher and the learner both, in the Day of Judgment, they will be
equal in reward like the two persons who are competing, they are
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riding horses and they are competing. Those who are competing
attending a competition in the horse-riding. How do they do? You have
seen that they are altogether. Each of them try to be the first, for
example. So, Prophet Muhammad SAW says that as long as you are in
the way of learning good things or you are teaching good things, make
sure that everything will ask forgiveness for you.

Sometimes, unfortunately we don’t know the value of
knowledge, especially the good knowledge, especially the knowledge
that will guide us in the right way, if we know the value, then we will be
ready to spend all our money in this way. We will not lose.

So these were some of the traditions. So, as | said, there is no
limitation in learning in Islam. And now after these we come to the
second topic and that is the obstacles in the way of learning. Today we
may try to learn but always there are some problems in front of us.
There are some obstacles in our way. We should be aware of these
problems. And we should fight with these problems to remove them.
As long as there is a problem, you cannot overcome those problems
then you will not be able to learn. What are these problems? First, the
first thing that you should avoid and be careful of that is following
conjecture and guessing. We have in Arabic four terms and they show
the amount of our knowledge, the amount of your knowledge.

1. If you are 100% sure about one thing, we call it certainty (Al-1lm,
or Al-yageen).

2. If you are 75% sure about one thing, we call it conjecture (Al-zan).

3. If you are 50% sure about one thing, we call it doubt (Al-shak).

4. If you are 25% sure about one thing, we call it not sure (Al-wahm).

For example, when you are praying, you are offering prayer,
sometimes you are 100% sure that this is the 3" raka of your prayer.
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For example Zohar, it is four raka, if you know that now you are on the
third or on the four, you are certain. Sometimes 75% you are sure that
it is the 3" one not the 4" one, sometimes it id 50, 50, you really don’t
know whether you are in three or in four. Sometimes, 25% you guess
that it is 3 but 75% you guess it is four. In Islam we are told that this
one is OK, there is no problem with it. These two ones are rejected. This
one you should be careful about it. In majority of the cases it is not
acceptable, but in minority cases also it can be good. Now in the way of
your learning when you are learning. If you are not 100% sure and you
are just accepting conjecture, the Holy Quran is condemning it and says
that no, don’t follow the conjecture.

This is the verse:
(71) FA)GusualAs ¥ 550 &) 5 GBI Y) il o) U 5 53 A58 ple (a aSiic UA B »

“Say O messenger, do you have any certain knowledge to bring for us.
You follow only conjecture and you utter nothing but lie.”

So, it is saying that don’t speak when you are not 100% sure.
Unfortunately in these days about the rumors in the society and
community about Mr. A and B and C, we say a lot of things. But when
you ask the people that are you sure? You will find that he is not very
sure. Maybe they say | am sure but they are just saying, 100% they are
not sure. When can we call you that you are certain, when you have the
reference and other thing? For example, you say | heard Mr. a said
these matter, where did you hear it, did you hear it yourself or you
have heard from somebody else. And when you heard, did you hear the
complete lecture or these days you see by computer and they can do a
lot of emission addition, they cut when | am speaking here, they take
one sentence of me.
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For example, | said faith is not good, if it is not with action.
They take the first phrase of my saying that Mr. Hosseini said faith is
not good and then you listen and you recognize my voice and you say
that yes this is Mr. Hosseini. How he says that faith is not good. Yes |
said faith is not good but there was an addition. | said faith is not good
if it is not accompanied with action. They cut it then they put all this
together. Then they produce a figure of me, a personality of me that
everywhere you go and say that this Mr. Hosseini unfortunately, he is
not a true believer, he is against the faith. When you listen to these
matters, be very careful that when they want to tarnish the image of a
person, when they want to destroy the personality of the person, they
do a lot of these political matters. So, in these cases, conjecture is not
valid. Don’t rely on what you have just guessed, unless you make 100%
sure that you are true.

And this verse clearly says:

Youa die Gls aulgl U 3580 5 el 5 aald) &) ale 4 & Gul L GEY 5 »
(\V/Y"f)«

“Don’t follow what you do not know”
Look at the word IIm, it doesn’t say that; [laisa zannun]

If it says it, it means that if you have conjecture you can follow it.
But it doesn’t say it, it says that if you have not knowledge then don’t
follow it. Why?

((igm:\jﬁ éisaj}jiass\jﬁ‘j,, :a‘j/‘:&“é/l

“The ears, the eyes and the hearts will all be held responsible for they
did in the Day of Judgment”.
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What you have heard, what you have seen, all of them are
responsible. Look at what you are doing.

This was first, so one obstacle in your way as a student, as a
person, who is searching, searching to find the truth. For example, a
person is not a Christian, no a Muslim, not a Jew, he wants to search for
the truth. To find the truth in your way of searching. If you achieve the
knowledge, take it, otherwise leave it. Second one is following blindly.
Some of us follow either some people or some books or some sayings.
But just without reason because we love that person so whatever he
say we accept it. This is a kind of following blindly. Following blindly is
very rejected in Islam.

What does the Holy Quran say?
ah30s Gls 51 51 Uslie 4o i L o 03 10 ol 03 G Tghed 43 0808 5 »
(YY) « Gsiia ¥ 50 (ol ¥

When it is said to them to follow what Allah has sent down,
what they say: We will follow the ways of our fore fathers, whatever
our fathers did we will do that, but nobody tell them even though their
forefathers were void of wisdom, nor were they guided a night. If your
fore father was wrong do you also want to follow him? So it is not true.
Here in the matter of knowledge, in the matter of truth, in the matter
of the fact, you must not say okay whatever my fathers, my ancestors,
my country man, my colleagues are doing | will also do it, the same as

they are doing. It is not true, Islam does not accept it. If you say. Sorry
to give this example sometimes.

Some of the people become like cattle when one sheep goes in
one direction rest of them follow blindly. We must not be like them,
when you want to move you must know yourself when you are putting
your foot because your friend has gone the same way. Majority of our
problems are because of that, we look at others and majority. What
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they are doing we also wants to do the same thing, who says that
majority is right, may be they make mistake, there is difference
between majority and truthfulness. Sometimes majority is with
truthfulness than its okay. Sometimes there is truthfulness but not the
majority.

Imam Ali AS after Prophet, he was alone, minority people were
following him. But it was not mean that majority was right. Even today
seven billion people, majority of them are not believers, so it doesn’t
mean that majority is always right.

The Holy Quran is cleanly enlightening that do not follow blindly,
because may be our fore fathers were not on the right path.

This verse says:
(WYI77) sl Ukl 5 b Uikl UL &gy SN B agh sd s Gl a3 »

This was the problem for all Prophets. When Prophet
Muhammad came what was the situation in Saudi Arabia in the Holy
Kaaba they used to come to go around the Holy Kaaba for Haj before
Islam they had heard about Hajj from the time of Ibrahim but they had
mixed it with a lot of superstitious believes, inside the Holy Kaaba there
were a lot of idols, what were these idols, these idols were made by
men themselves of wood. Prophet said to them please remove them,
reject them, and leave them, but they were saying no. Our ancestors
did this how we can reject them; a lot of generations were doing it
which does not mean that they were right.

In the school of Shia we do follow a Mujtahid and we believe
that your actions, your practice will not be accepted unless you follow a
Mujtahid. SO you have to be a Mugqalid. Now if you ask me that just
now you told us that following is not good, so why do you say you have
to follow a Mujtahid. This is the point | have to make clear that we have
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to types of following one is following someone blindly which is not
acceptable but to follow intellectually which is based in our reason and
mind. It is rational and logical. For example, when we become sick we
go to the doctor he prescribes us and we take his prescription without
any objection. So this is not blind following this is logical. For example, |
am not a carpenter or a builder or a barber, and | need some chairs in
my room, | want to build a house or | want to get my hairs cut. So |
must seek help of carpenter builder and barber.

So everything in which we are not specialized, we must consult a
professional.

We must not be very hasty in our judgment:

We should not judge without thinking immediately, unless you
study the whole aspect of one scenario, one should not judge
immediately. For example in a court, a case some in which one person
accuse another person of hitting him. So judge should not announce
the decision on the basis of statement of one person only. He must
listen to the statement of both parties, after that he should announce
the decision. This is the main problem of today’s youth. That they judge
immediately without giving second thought to something.

So whenever someone asks you to give your opinion about
something never give judgment immediately. Think about what he/she
asked you and then give your opinion. Judging immediately will fall you
in the ditch of worried and misguidance.

Coronal desire:

The first three will not be a serious matter. Many of us will not
follow blindly may not be hasty they are important. But the fourth one
is much more important. Sometimes there are some bad desires within
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us which prevent us to take the correct decision. These are the desires
like we hate a person or love someone. Do you think hatred or love is
obstacle they are very much obstacle e.g. what is your opinion about
Mr. A because you love him immediately you defend or you hate him
immediately you attack him. But when you want to give judgment you
should give yourself out of hatred and love. Ex prejudice this is the
problem of Ummah today. We have prejudice.

To be biased ex you belong to an Arab country and one belongs
to Persian country, then you want to talk to. ‘What are the problems of
the Arab nations? You immediately stand up and say “no, Arab nations
do not have any problem”. Why are you defending? You haven’t even
listened. | wanted to say, what the problems of the Arab nations are.
But you say “Arab nations do not have any problems”. This is ...... and
if you want to say about Persian people | will say Persian people are
perfect. Don’t talk about them. This is prejudice. It means because of
your nationality, race, language, color. None of them are acceptable in
Islam. First you need to listen, what | want to say. Maybe what | want
to say is logical, and you need to accept it. If you want to say something
against Iranian | should listen. If you are right | should accept it.
Because | am Iranian, | am not permitted to contaminate you because
of my nationality. This is the meaning of prejudice. But today
unfortunately, In Arab countries or African countries, | have seen that
especially in Africa they support each other strongly. To support each
other is good, but sometimes you see that, this is not right decision.
Why are you supporting, mealy because you are an African?

The Arab countries these days the relationship between Arab
countries and Iran. Saudi Arabia is not good these days. They united
Arab emirates. The United Arab Emirates or Irag or Bahrain, they must
not immediately support these Arab countries because they are both
Arabs. They should give good judgment which of these countries is true.
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When they attacked Syria, they supported each other blindly.
Sometimes the issue about Shia and Sunni. We have three prejudice
about these. Because we all belong to Sunni we don’t want to listen to
Shia and when we are Shia, we are not ready to listen to Sunni lectures.
These are the prejudice especially in the atmosphere of academic
studies, in universities. A student must be open minded. He should be
able to bring himself out of these all these color, nationality and other
things. So this is the problem. “Coronal desire such as prejudice, self-
loving, arrogance it means a person has so much pride that as soon as
you want to say that this behavior is not good he will not accept.

We don’t accept in many cases because we accept ourselves, we
believe ourselves more than necessary. It is not true. We always should
believe we can make a mistake. We should always accept our mistake.
This tradition from Imam Ali A.S. He says “reject this world” of course it
needs more explanation. It doesn’t mean that you let everything go and
go to the mosque and pray, “no a duniya means that everything that
makes you closer to Satan and further away from your lord. Not
necessarily money or other things. Reject duniya ...... if you love this
world excessively it will .... Make you blind, deaf, dumb. If you love this
world excessively it will make you blind you cannot see the truth. It can
make you deaf, you can’t hear the truth. It can make you dumb, you
can’t say the truth... and it will humiliate you for what has remained of
your age. Please be careful about this.

This is one of the problems of many of us we for ex they tell us
to do this good action you say Insha’Allah | will do this tomorrow. Imam
Ali A.S says

“Don’t say tomorrow the next day after tomorrow, those who were
before you they were destroyed because they were very ambitious.
They were always saying ‘I will do this tomorrow’”
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Imam Ali A.S is trying to say when you love this world it will
make you blind. Why? For ex a man is working and he is gaining a lot of
money. The work he is doing is not lawful for ex smuggling. He brings in
goods, sometimes the drugs which are forbidden. Me as a lecturer will
tell him ‘please the way that you are working and are gaining lot of
money, this way is not correct. The money you are taking to your family
is not lawful source.” What is the reply of the man because he loves the
world excessively he will become blind and he can’t see the truth. Then
he says ‘myself has considered everything, there is no problem in this
work. At the same time | do my prayers and | help a lot of poor people’.
He tries to cheat himself. He tries to justify. | am sure you have seen
some of the people. That when you condemn their activities they try to
justify. This is the problem that you have loved this world and these are
the three problems. Loving something excessively will make you blind,
deaf and dumb.

| myself have good experience in this part of the education. | gave
just not that prejudice is one of the obstacles in learning. | have an
experience of debating with Saudis. Once | was speaking to a student of
Makkah. When you talk to a student you expect that they must
reasonable, logical as | said he must not be prejudiced. The person who
pretends to be a very educated person as soon as he asked me ‘do you
belong to the school of Shia’ | said ‘yes’ then he said something
annoying. He showed his hatred towards Shia. | asked him “why? Is this
the way of debating that you have not heard anything from me and you
are saying that | hate you. Is this the way of debating?” As a student
when you see a person who is not from your country, you must not say
your bad or good because you have not yet heard of me to have a clear
judgment about me. why are you behaving like an ignorant person.it is
interesting to say that after two hours of talking to him and he had
some question that if | tell you will laugh about them after two hours
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he welcomed me warmly he became very happy and said that
(Arabic).so | said that ,why at the beginning you immediately expressed
your idea and opinion without thinking and hearing of me this is the
meaning of judgment and prejudice this is the meaning of judging
hastily, You should listen he was from the school of Sunni.

The same story has happened to me in Africa | was lecturing in
a university the students of the class were from different schools,
minority were Shiite majority were the Sunnis there were Christians
and even atheists in minority and interestingly when they asked me
questions, (the Sunni and Christians) and when | as explaining they
were listening carefully then they confess that “Okay we didn’t know
that (Arabic)”. The person said “I didn’t know it if | knew it | would
become a Shia”. So it means that in Saudi Arabia that boy was very
prejudice but the boy in Africa was not prejudice. He was open minded
he listens and then he gives a very clear judgment.

We must not have bigotry and prejudice. We must listen
carefully when a person is advising you for example you are coming to
me and you are saying that Mr.: Hosseini this behavior you are
presenting is not good, | would not say “no you are wrong “l should
listen carefully what is your objection. If you are right | should say
“thank you very much you helped me to correct myself” if you are
wrong and | have a reason then we can talk peacefully.




Fourth Session

Composed By
Mahdi Sattar




35|Page (DIVINE ETHICS)

Ethics

Session 4

1- The moral manners of learning:

Introduction:

Learning has conditions:

From Islamic point of view even the very good action of learning it has
own manners. Look at this tradition from prophet Mohammed
(Alas 415 4l & La) he is talking to Abu Dhar al-Ghifari al-Kinani ( He
was companion of prophet Mohammed and after demise of prophet
Mohammed said | haven't seen any person like Abu Dhar to be truthful)

55 4 Byad Lle b 5 5 aoley 3 ¥ 6 Bacah 335 ol s Wi a1 53 0y 5560 6
131 9361 G . ol oy g o 1w gD el A8 5 30T 6L By dew o )
a3l N8 e 25 4 G e ¥ W Y g ahd e 5 T Y B LS Y e e
o) W5 36 5 50 (K30 6 Ok 01 AT 2 35 o iiad) AT 20 238 Akl 3301 g . i

In the Day of Judgment, the most wicked people in front of God is
Knowledgeable person who doesn't benefit of his own knowledge We
understand from this merely learning is not important from Islamic
point of view learning is important that you do according to your
learning, if you learn without practice it's like a tree that doesn't have a
fruit.

Secondly (A5l zy dag &l 43 LWl 5535 4y Ciiald Lile b 42 ) if any of
you study Islamic studies just for attract people that I'm a good man I'm
learning Islamic teaching etc. In the day of judgment you will not smell
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the nice smell of paradise, it means you will not go to paradlse because
your aim was just for people & dag Al Guldl 4y gadat alal) AT e D31 G
(f\-\ei‘) if a person learn and his aim of learning is to cheat people then
he also will not go to paradise

(Aalad ¥ ak— &e Cﬁ-w \33 gl L) when someone ask you question and you
don't know the answer of that question say ( aalef ¥ dﬁﬁ) | don't know,
if you say | don't know (45 i &5) you will be saved &b de ¥ G B Y g

4 when you don't know don't issue a command ( don't say anything).

L a3 & o\& s 55) if you don't do that you will be saved of the

punishment of day of judgment

gl J.a\ s 238 e 4 peea J.a\ e 23 tum 5360 Gy in the day of judgment some
people who are in paradise will ask the people who are in the hell ( &
(@ #X23) what caused you to go to hell?. 3 :Xus6 Jadl Ead) Was 1B gy
((M We entered to paradise because of your teaching so why you
are in the hell, they will answer Waks ¥ 5 ey 0 0 45k
We were command the people to do good but ourselves did not do it.

Conclusion: Learning and teaching is not just good at any price "No" it
has conditions, it has manners we should learn the manners of learning
if we don't know the manners of learning then you are hunting in the
darkness, in the darkness when you shoot it maybe kill somebody you

don't see but you are going, or like you are driving in the mid night but
you don't have light, so knowledge has conditions:

3-1. intention (sincerity):

From the Islamic point of view, not only the action itself must be good
but also the intention of the doer must be good too.
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# None of us aware of intention of each other
Mean you have to be sincere (u=l3x)

Imam Sadiq (#>wd! 4de) referred to one verse of holy Quran

58 T gag ped JB s sl (SOT GSEd s 5 e Al 038 (e Al ue o 38 0

S el e s 06 55 Piesdi 5 Bsta 0 5 4 ks B W) 5 Yas 1 Kpl 1S

Aadl 3 5 95 5 5 Al ) dsf e Aiasg OF & ¥ el e el 5 Jaal g A6l Jalis
g - 0.3 1. Soafeo HE oA _als 2 92 3Te% WJ% 6% sty .o~ GEU D 2 NF (22f( -

A Ao gad TadS e e e USTUS U 5 5o g8 YU 5 laalt (o2 & O) 5 YT JRall (e

(a8 it (S50 38500 )~ that he may test you which of you are best

indeed

And Imam Sadiq (p>d) 43le) said (Quran doesn't say ((J+¢ gé‘ (.SJ-L-J))

Allah doesn't test us whether We have done a lot or a little (mean
quality not quantity is important)

So purify your intention.

A comparative study:

In other moral systems and schools, intention does not have any value
as in the religion of Islam.

3-2.choosing a qualified teacher:

Whom do you want to learn from?
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Teacher is important why? Because you set down for any lecturer or
listen to anybody your time is not free your time is very valuable whom
you are listening to, and getting information.

See this verse

Ve 4 [ G Bogm  cdalad ) Ly Jh-‘:‘h»

Man should observe the food that he eats and the process that Allah
has determined for its provision:

But that doesn't mean we have to look at our food when we are eating
it mean a spiritual food this is the verse of holy Quran

also Imam Ali says:
<<fo.1_>’;l_3 (s o.1_>l_3 sl dalde»

A Cuaa c‘)d\jﬂ\&._ﬂ_jcelﬂ\d@ét._ﬁjs ) z c@&\d}a.a\ cw\.\Eu_a‘,s:_.guam

The knowledge you are getting the knowledge that you acquiring what
type of knowledge? And from whom you are getting?

Prophet Mohammed said:

ot 3 Bt Al ) BRI o g @Il ) SI1 3 3 e @S e I 15 05Y
et Y et

(YYY ge ¥ g hlgddl anis)

Holy prophet of Islam in this tradition gives the condition of a teacher
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He says that the man that you want to learn from him must invite you
for three things:

1- who invite you not to be arrogant to be humble
2- who invite you from cheating toward honesty

3- who invite you from ignorance to knowledge

3-3. to learn what is more important.

To be careful about priority

You see how many years do We live? We don't know but We are sure
it's rarely goes beyond hundred, majority of people will not live so long
, SO you one capital what's your capital your capital is your age (not
money), you see the watch is going, every moment you are going to the
end of the road We are becoming closer and closer to the end that is
the final point so you are spending your capital but you’re giving it for
what? You have to exchange with this life

Look at this tradition:
Chdl g0 18 e 19l ay Bisg O Gpe 55T 41
(*\*I\ Cud (VYo P o Ja” c(,.Kl\ 29 ('g:d\ )} ch-\.ﬁrg\ .\7\3.‘\.\.,9)

Knowledge is too wide you cannot take all of them therefore select the
best of them.

And this good tradition about holy prophet of Islam:
U Lol b 5 JUib Lasle 1 108 B JUD 4 10001 B Bolis 155 doiddl o Al (gt 53
¥ ole 85 Lo Gl Db J6 i WY1 5 Elasdl o6l 5 by 5 ol Gl i LT 4
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5 o B b 5 LS BT 596 40 W) o 01 06 2 ke 26 25 Y 5 lgr 36 Ka
R RTERS SERIRE P

)y Co (Y &L ‘('M‘M LS z cg\gj\ Jj..o\ “.s‘:*s“‘ﬁj"i desws

Prophet Mohammed entered a mosque then he saw that people have
gathered around a person, Prophet Mohammed asked what is it? Who
is he? They said knowledgeable person ( Lﬁ-ﬂ‘—) after that, holy
prophet asked "what does he know" they said he knows more than
anybody else about

1- Genealogy

2- He was aware of events happen among Arab

3- He was aware of the days of ignorance

4- He was aware of poem

Prophet Mohammed said this knowledge (&l 3o 45 ¥ 5 dex 35 S Y)) if
you don't know it will not harm you if you know it will not benefit you

The prophet said ((&%%6 ,.w\ ) knowledge has three kind:
1- @2 &1y or type of belief

2- s w,s 3 all sciences and knowledge that refer to the practice to
the life of the people
3- (R i)

Apart from this ((l=® 3 2495 G 9)) then its extra information therefore

we don't have too much time to learn all of them at least we have to
give priority to some of them
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3-4. asking questions:

If we do not ask we will continue to be ignorant, asking questions will
increase your knowledge and information in the way of learning do not
hesitate to ask question. Asking question is very important, Prophet
Mohammed said:

5 el 5 e Gl EE B0 A (K b D el 5 G Al e J6 5
RETIRICEY A e A

(¢ 0o Joiadl Liad ( pulaa jflitasa ).

(5% #4)) sciences are like treasure (JE i3 3 and the key for

these treasures are asking If you don't ask you won't achieve and you
will not have access to goals and jewelers«’ai!\ P.i.v) 4§y then may

Allah bless you Byl 25 Gy

(8 Emddl 5 el 5 JIS&D 5 e if you asked question four group will
benefit them

1-kEdny you (questionnaire)

2- (@jK&fﬁ\) who answer

3- (’@ii«fﬁ\) the other who are listening
4- 4 L4y those who love them

Nevertheless, for asking question you have to be proper questionnaire

Jabdly h CZal) W O g Wl B el el 6 WS LS Yy B o »
PR
(i\ﬂuac\‘\'~ QAS;«@J:\Q_&‘LA;JSMLM\GQ_\)
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When you ask, ask to learn something to understand something don't
ask to humiliate if you want to humiliate and you are knowledgeable
you are worse than the person who doesn't know but he asking to
understanding

5 65l 1 1 il o o 06 ails o o G g e Gy BB 100 5515 1o
<<197¢J\\3:\415\3w¢,u_~. \}L_e \:uo }‘2\.«9\3;&

(&%) one of companion of Imam Sadiq (s>l 43le) he says:

| said to Imam Sadiq (uil> J& 4l 3 &) what is the right of Allah the
almighty upon his creatures (J& Imam said the right of Allah upon his
creatures is Osidag ¥ GE 15685 5 Ol U 14lsy B,
that they said what they know and they don't say what they don't know
(&3 1525 155) when they do it (& ) 1331 b1 5 185) they are performed the
right of Allah

Look at this tradition from Imam Sadiq:

5 el Ao 5 aasg) Ao Gl Al e 38 Y 5 Wl gk o BT e 0B g e o 32
S ot 3 5y o

It's in continuation of asking question when four questionnaire we have
guestion not any question a lot of question good but with good
intention for the one who will answer , He has to answer what he
knows when he doesn't know he must say | don't know in the that
direction this the tradition

@A G @38 Y 3 e g o 2 ) if a person issue verdict among people
without knowledge then (9\3\53\ oo 5 139 &%s &4y the angels of God
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will curse him also angels of punishment (ol...m (e 25 9 did 5y like in

Saudi Arabia there are some Mofte these days because of political
motives (aims) they gave Fatoa called ( S sga ) they said here there
is no problem (one woman can go for a lot of men or a man with a lot

of women
Imam said (G Jué 3 5y i) 3 All of those boys & girls have done

according to his Fatoa he will share the actions of them, he will carrier
the building of their bad actions.




Fifth Session
Composed By
Syed Ali Kumail Shah
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In our last lecture we were talking about the Ethical learning.

1) Good intention

2) Selecting a good teacher

3) Be careful what is most important
4) Asking the question

Now today we will continue and talk about

5) Writing and codifying information:

When we don’t write we miss a lot.in these
days we are depend upon the recorders, cameras and slides etc.so
we say that | will receive the file and then study it, but this style is
not very helpful and beneficial. When we write down so it save in
our memory so it will not go easily out of mind. Because
knowledge and information are easily escapable. So we have to
imprison it by writing.

Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.W) says:

MLSJUGMU}J.JFM\UM

VY o Wz (S — L) JI8 Y o
Imprison the knowledge by writing it.

We have a problem that after the demise of Prophet Muhammad
(S.A.W.W) they didn’t allow anyone to write Ahadees.

Imam Ali a.s wrote it but others didn’t. So the result is that we lost a lot
of saying of Prophet Muhammad S.A.\W.W.

So writing is very important.




46 |Page (DIVINE ETHICS)

6) Student Must be very Humble to his teacher:
If you respect your teacher so your students will respect you. If
you respect your parents so your children will respect you.
Because Respect is Reciprocal.
So try to humble to your teacher.it doesn’t mean that your school
or university teacher. Sometimes your friend is your teacher. Even
someone if taught you one so we have to respect him.
Prophet Muhammad S.A.W.W says

e 8 S by e calii 20

(170 .0 VF¥r «(Sym — L) J15Y) 510)

“I'm a slave for whoever | learn a letter from.”
Similarly another tradition of Imam Sajjad A.S is
5 ) pUsY) G 5 il 53581 5 4 add Gl Tl B 5 g el o e 18 »
e e 3359 O 5 e Jdy

(F Sots ¥Y yac) e g@cfg‘JUJ'Y/Jhg;w@aﬂ@.tm)

"The Right of your teacher is that you make him to consider that he is
superior to you, when you are sitting in front of him you should behave
yourself, listen carefully to him, and show your good behavior to him,
your voice must not be louder than him.”

Chapter#2:

The ethic of researching:

There are a lot of rules governing the research.

ot (1)
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< Importance of research:

Importance of research is revealed in this saying of Prophet
Muhammad (S.A.W.W) that

b T 2l p Bggh s 055 e ke B1p B35 85 5 S 13y el o Al It 6
b 5 ol o WA e ol B ale G O 1 JW 5 S A a5 0 5 5 i
Bl ST Pl 5 e 5 o ) Sl U 5 3 4 B30 ) il e B i i

Sty 5w

(’ 99 ‘P ’C (9t —.E)J’JAJS//JL’Q)

When a believer dies and he leaves behind one paper, on that paper he
have written some knowledge, this article on the Day of Judgment will
become like a curtain between him and fire.

If you are a good writer so write books and knowledgeable things so it
will help you on the Day of Judgment.

1) Good intention:
Sometimes intention of research are not good, e.g.
research on atomic bomb so the intention is destruction so it’s
not good.

If you are making research to produce antibodies which will help
for humanity so its good intention.

2) To be familiar with the past history of that subject:
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Sometimes we didn’t understand or study the history
of the subject so that we just get the topic and connect to
internet and copy the details and then paste it and complete our
research .so that don’t create a new thing it’s just repetition of
the last research.

3) Selecting the problem which must be solved:

We have to select the problem first which s
demanding so we have to make research to solve that problem.
The research should be on the most prior topic. For example if we
do the research on the most dangerous disease.

4) To be Brave in Research:

This is useful in the research of humanity that if we
make a conclusion and afraid to reveal or express it frankly so it’s
useless. We have to become brave and be confident upon our
conclusion.

For this one | have given an example
A saying of Imam Ali A.S

Al DU e 43T 4335 810 DB 4 b 11 S 1) 1p8ldt e o J6
(VY0 CuaSa 423 mgl)

“When you are fearing of something so don’t escape just put yourself
into it, it will make you brave.”

| wanted to give the example of hiding the fact by a very famous writer

Muhammad Hussanain Haikal. He was the author of many books.one of
the famous book is Hayat Ul Mahammad S.A.W.W. he was a Sunni
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Scholar. Firstly in his book he wrote about the position of Imam Ali a.s
.then some of his colleagues threatened him to emit that part of book.
At last in the next edition of the book he deleted that part.

5) To be trustee:

It means that if you are doing research upon something and
then you find something against you opinion, against your sect,
against your thoughts, against your country or religion so you
should reveal the truth. Don’t hide it due to your priorities.
Especially the researchers of history must be trustee and if we
write an article and in that article | write anything from other
author so we should write the reference of that. And don’t be
dishonest.

In Surat UN Nisa Allah says that

(F/0M) . Leda | 1 oLl 15335 of asials & &)

Verily, Allah does command you: To deliver back the trusts to their
Owners
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Chapter.3:

The ethic of criticizing:

Importance of Criticizing:

Criticism is very good. It removes our errors. If we wrote a
paragraph so some of the people appreciate us but some says that this
paragraph have following mistakes so that we will solve them.

Importance of criticism is shown in this tradition of Imam Sadiq a.s
255 ) ) Ca A A sA) Gl
\4 ¢ ol ¢ Gcsgﬂ‘ cu.n..'\SALabJA.AA.A

“Among my friends the most beloved friend to me is the friend that he
gives my faults as a gift to me”

daial 8 e djiad

(V4% 2 ) g Lol (oS- Lophoas ),

“When a person is criticizing you, in fact he is advising you”.

The person who criticizing you in reality he is showing to you your
mistakes and errors and he wants you to become perfect. If my face is
inky so a person comes and showed you so you washed your face and
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then it means this criticizer prevents you from others to laugh at you.so
it means that he is helping you.

So we don’t have to become angry even we have to appreciate him.
Even thanked him. Because he is my good friend.

But there are some conditions for criticism

The moral conditions for criticism:

There are some moral rules for criticism but we mention only one of
them in this lecture.

1) Understanding the subject properly:

In order to criticize we must have to read and understand
the meaning and intention of the subject. When we have to oppose the
idea of someone so we have to take understanding of past and history
of subject.

Sometimes people just take one line or sentence of a person and don’t
understand the whole subject and just criticize his idea.

In fact when you see the past of sentence so that the sentence was
correct.

For example if someone say they in holy Quran Allah says that
“Don’t go near to the prayer”

So this sentence has bad meaning but if we see the history of the
sentence we see that Allah says that
don’t go near to the prayer when you are in bad situation

So in reality we have to understand the topic properly.
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Ethics of criticism

To be a way of any pre love and hatred towards the person who is
criticized

to criticize what is said not the speaker

Imam Ali said
® (JE e by 5Bl ) lail g le Gl (hee daSall 32)

Take the wisdom from who brought it to you and pay attention to
what he says not who said it. Be patient and tolerant in listening

® iS5 glae by 5ty oA 13 Gl A Ll g8 Al Y s Al g s Y )
(e s

The good and evil are not equal so repel the wrong doing of men
with good treatment instead . then your enemies will turn in to
intimate friends

OB g a1 3 JUB € AALKY) ol ol 3 JB AL LN 3 JUB € 4y <l 3 ) el 41 JUB )
A Cud @i ) g lgd Al S cBaa i€ ) o JB ¢ AL daad 3l el gaad) ol il
(S rail) aludd 5 et

One Christian man once insulted Imam Bager by calling him a cow he
said your mother was a cooker,the Christian said you are son of black
women who used to talk with bad language Imam said if you are right I
pray Allah will forgive her and if your lying I pray Allah will forgive
you . After that the Christian became a Muslim

Avoidance of labeling other to begin from your self



((CGstadi Y La ol 685 a1 glal 0l gl by)
Oh . you who got faithed why you are saying some thing that you do
not do it
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)said:

(o Qo (8 Aue AR Ol k)
Happy are those people that their own problems make them busy to
pay atintion to the problems of others

Imam Sadeq said:
(A S (A s Al e alg))
If a person works to bring money for the expenses of his life and his
family . he is like a man who is fighting in the way of god

Sadl Gulla Lgliad) Jg Ja ¢ grse Bl )
Worshiping contains 70 parts and the most important part is to work
hard to earn halal money

Prophet mohammad said

(el Ao ads Al e Gorla)
Curse to that person who depends on others
(Sl Jua Sl dda )

In the night their sleeping like dead and during the day they are useless.



Divine Ethics
Session 7
Composed By Faryal Arif



® ETHICS OF LIFE AND WORKING

® 1) WORKING BY DIVINE AND RELIGIOUS LEADERS:
Working is not bad but some of us have bad intensions

The type of job you have doesn’t matter as long as your doing it truly.
It doesn’t matter if you’re a driver, nurse, or a janitor ,Man must not
be idle.

® «AJuahl ) Al §ilaia ety § g A LB U &
® ko] b el Gl o 4k (e Clal oAl 5 Al haila

SR A VA O P o PR [ g Y

® W\,))

A man once saw IMAM SADIQ (A.S) working under the hit summer
sun . He was working very hard then he asked him let me help you.
IMAM refused his offer he said I like the person who suffer under sun
for the sustain ace of life.

® 2-The role of intention in working:
It is very important with what intention you working.

JAJU.N.A.\QA.\H&JA.\Hh‘dhﬂhaﬂ\Juuu\uhyJMuM((dlﬂ
UMLG_'LAMdlﬁ:ﬁ\tg.xuiswm;uimj&a\tgajdm\q.\
aﬁy\u&h\&m.ﬂ\&_ﬁh\&MEJMM\JGA‘J»

« A bo- D)z 5o < 72



A man came to the PROPHET and said that i love money teach me a way
in which | can make money IMAM asked what intentions do u have
What are you going to do with the money. He said | want to earn money
to run my family's life. To help the poor people To go to umra and haj

So these intentions are good. Just for the sake of money is bad .money
is important for objectives but objectives should be good.

The money you earn part of it must be spent in the way of allah.

AYAT ALLAH SISTANI has a simple personal life when you visit his
house you will enjoy the simplicity. His house is not furnished fancily
although he’s famous he has no sofas he sits on a carpet

So personal life is something else and apparent life is something else.

If a person gives one lecture in half hour. And earns millions others may
say how is this fair that a worker may get 1 million per month but a
lecturer may be get 1 million in one day why? Because he worked hard
to reach this part of his life 30 years of hard work and study.

® The relationship between ethic and working:

3 A Al Jady &) (35 (4 3(2) § g ¥ A (e A5
Avua e A Ao OSE oan ($Db/3-2/65

And he who Regards piety in Allah&#39;s Way, He will Make a way
for him to get out of The hard situation; And Allah provides
sustenance for a Believer from where he could not even

Imagine. And a believer who puts his Trust in Allah, He will make him
free from the need of mankind.

There is direct relationship between piety and good life the more you
will be pious the more you will be in comfort. In future if you want to
have a comfortable life you should be faithful. If you have good faith



you will gain more respect in society and will gain more money. If you
have good manners it will increase your sustenance.

® 4- The role of working in preventing crimes in the society:

The more jobs givin to young people the lesser the crimes.
For example some people are addicted to drugs because they do not have
any job. So we should give jobs to young people to reduce the crimes.

¢ CHAPTER 5
THE ETHICS OF FOLLOWSHIP AND SOCIETY:
THE IMPORTANCE
Man is social being

We are attractive to each others.

One of the worst type of torture is a SHU- a room that prisoners stay
alone in. Why?

Man cannot live alone, Man is used to communicate with others.
Family - friend = society

Society in which we are living we have family, friends and our society.
To live in isolation is not possible, Communicating with others may be
helpful to build up your personality. And if you get out of the solitary u
can spread the knowledge u know and u can help people financially.

* To actualize the virtues

* Learning and teaching

* self-building and developing spiritually

And.... Many other things can be achieved in social life.



By interacting with the society people can improve their personality,
knowledge and they could even test their level in knowing this is called
“self build” you cannot build yourself unless you go out and interact
with the society.

Some people in the society never self built themselves this may have a
great impact on the society people may cause problems such as not
controlling their anger and not knowing their limits e.g. street fights are
mostly caused by people that never put time on building their personality
they may cause a big fight on a silly thing and maybe cause injuries to
someone

When someone hurts u or insults you with his or her words try not to
show a reaction to what they say pray to god to fix them This is good
revenge and self building.

® TYPES OF COMPANIONSHIP:
1.human companionship

As a humans we should help each others
2.relegious companionship

We all have same religion also.
3.national companionship

Apart from Muslim you belong to same country also
4 friendly companionship

We are friends also

5.family companionship

We are one family also.

® THE CRITERIA FOR COMPANIONSHIP

It means the standard of something

For example criteria of passing subject is exam.

A man came to HOLY PROPHET and said teach me not learning teach
me the way with which we can enter paradise.



Whatever people like for them to happen do for others Whatever people
dislike for them do not like for others

If you want to be respected so respect others. Treat people the way you
want to be treated

If you do not want to be insulted do not insult others

If you have good friends be with good friends. It is better then living
alone.

If you have bad friends be alone. It is better then to have bad friends.
If everyone in society act at their best our society will be prosperous.
The companionship by itself is neither good or bad.

The criterion is ALLAH the Almighty.
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Fellowship

1. To care about the affairs and problems of the people:
Man is the social being we can’t live alone, we have to have interact
with each other. And one of the benefit of this interaction is to care
about the problems of the people. As a human being you can’t neglect
people.
Imam Ali in the last hours of his life gathered his children and then he
addressed his two son’s imam Hassan and imam Hussain and said:

(321 U2 47 4ul (s Jlaadm dan 5 ASDL 7gd)

With the oppressors be against them, with the oppressed be with them.
It means that in the society you must not be like the tree, indifferent.
When there is a wrong man you should stand against him. When there is
an oppressed man you should be beside him.

This Persian poem written by Saadi is written on the building of united
nation:

T WK WPV A TR XL S S sliae 2l Ay
JA AW g S0 Mgy g 104 s e 5

All human beings are members of one body If one part is injured, other
parts of the body will be in pain.

2. To make peace between the people:

When you interact with others it will give you a chance to be wise
enough to fix other people problems e.g. If you see two friends that have
become against each other you know what to do in order to bring them
back as friends. It is important that we try to make them friends when
they are fighting.




The holy Quran says:

(49/10) 5545 5 Al i) 15850 5 ASIGAT (o saLiald 5 33) ¢ siasall W)
The Muslims are considered brothers, so Make peace and agreement
between your brothers; and fear from the disobedience of Allah's
Commands that you may receive Mercy.

D58 e dea 5 (@A) 5 il alda 1.5 .(3)

Bellevers are brothers. So all believers are brothers.

a$i3a] G | saliald. Bring peace to bothers that are no longer speaking
to eachother

Point of view of Quran is: All believers are brothers. And it is not good
if two brothers or sisters are against each other. If they are, then you are
responsible to bring peace between them.

This is a tradition from Imam Ali when he is making a will to his
children:

il Ea g aS pal p g D (5 g IS AL G2 g () 5 55 aax g Lasagly

e cpa Juadl ) il 23 1ok All g 4dde Al s LSy Coran Alb (oSl

<kl g B3Lal

(321 2 <47 4l (s 2gds siradiw dad 1 AS) el )

LaSa g I make a will to you ,Hassan and Husain.
52> 5 all my children
R s- all my family

S 4Ly a2 sand whoever receives my letter

& (s 98y 1. Fear from god

aS sl alii g 2. To have discipline
aSiy il g3 $3. And to be peaceful with yourself



Sometimes people say that Islam is the religion of cruelty, The religion

of terrorism but Imam Ali’s saying proves those accusations wrong 3
aSiy &l 3kayou all live in peace

Imam Ali said that | heard Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said that if you

living peacefully with yourself is better than offering prayer and fasting.

People who are no longer in contact with their relatives their fasting

and prayers are not accepted by Allah.

Social supervision:

Enjoining the good and forbidding the evils:

It means that we should order the people to be good and we should
forbid the people of doing wrong actions.

Look at thls verse

’’’’’

J..}

(9/71) Al 3 Y Gkl 3 °35J3‘ L858 3 35 stall boadth

And the believers, men and women Are supporters and helpers of one
Another; they enjoy the good and forbid Evil, and they perform
regular Prayers, and pay alms and obey Allah and His Messenger

&l 3 u&-\*s—d\ - the believers, men and women
ol s\l e-e-ma-.\- some are friends with others.
What is the sign for a believer? How do you understand that he or she is
a good believer? e

Al o8 e 5 dhslraly Gs)ab- if you see that they are enjoining the
good and forbidding the bad then you understand that they are
believers.

Lugman was a wise person. According to some scholars he might have
been a prophet, a messenger.

Wise man- illiterate person wise.
Knowledgeable- knowledgeable person but he is not wise.



Verse from Lugman addressing his son:
uao..m.:u\ deA\LAuJQM‘JM\&M‘JUJMUJA\JDM\PM‘JAJ“
(31/17).u5Y a8
"0, my son! Keep up your prayers regularly and enjoin good and forbid
Evil; and be patient while encountering Hardship and disaster; surely
Steadfastness is a matter of great Resolution;
Those people who were living before Muhammad they were all
servants of god, they were all monotheist people. But Quran says that
the only region is Islam. May be the name was different
Y‘M\&&M\gu\gﬂhw‘ﬂd&AM‘JAAMUQJLPJ‘jLQJSJJ\JLAQ\LAJ
ﬁheu\mdmusdaw&aa\‘g GAJJAAUAM.\S
(429 L= 374 Cuasa gl St dax S ASN) 4l )

All good actions you do is like a drop of water out of the ocean
comparing to JSiall ¢e gl 5 g rally Y

Why? Because if there is no siall (& gl 5 g 2alls ya¥lthen there will
be no good actions.

Why people are praying? Because of JSiall ¢e g3 9 i g aally Y

Why people are fasting? Because of _Siall (& 44 5 g mally ¥

So all the good actions are because of it.

So now we understood the importance of _Siall ¢ g3l 9 g mally ¥l
But <igmalls 4¥lhas conditions.

When you see your friend is not offering prayers you must advise him
to start doing good

In one of the books of Shaheed Mutahari, when we want to advise
someone to do good we must practice in order to say it nicely.

There are some conditions:

The first condition is that:

To know what is good and what is bad.

If we don’t know that what is good and what is bad.



<) a¥l: extravagancy: for example if a person is eating. If he is eating
twice the amount he could eat he is doing <! _»<!?

To go beyond the limit, to go more than necessary that any usage is not
bad. Abusing the thing is bad.

For example you are using a paper and pen, there is no <! »<l. But you
are drawing on the paper and then you tear it. It means that you are
not using your paper and pen properly. Misusage of anything is <l =l
To put away the food is tagseer-is much worse than that.

If we don’t know that what is < »<land what is not < _»<lthen we
cannot enjoin the people.

One day | was sitting in the room and the lights were on and | was
studying. One of my friends came and switched off one of the lights
and came and said to me “please don’t make « »<land went out. So |
called him and asked him that do you know what «! »<lis. He said that
yes now four lights are turned on and you have to turn off two of them.
| said that this is not the meaning of <l »all am using my eyes. If | study
in darkness, | am saving for electricity but aim harming my eyes. So this
is not the meaning of < _»=l. We must not save our light and use our
eyes.

What is backbiting?

Malicious talk about someone who is not present.

When you tell people good habits or good stuff about a certain person
to others that is not considered backbiting.

But saying bad stuff or bad habits of a certain person to other people is
considered backbiting.

For example | say the he is a lying (<) person, don’t rely on him.
This is considered as backbiting because | said this when the person
wasn’t present

Secondly, | said something bad about him.

Thirdly, he would not like to hear such thing in front of him.



1-if he is really a liar then my action is backbiting and it is Haram (2 _~>)
In Islam.

2- But if he is not a liar and | am telling you that he is liar that is even
worse than backbiting. This is called accusation (ak=!).

Another example: if my friend who is not here now and he is | miser
(Jaal)) person.

And | tell you that he is miser, this is backbiting and it is Haram (a!_=).
But if he is not a miser (J:3)) and | say to you that he is miser, this is
accusation (ak))—you are attributing something that he is not.

We should know whats the real meaning of backbiting and accusing
people so that when we want to advise others not to do it For %!
Sl ce g 9 dg aallwe must know that what is good and what is
bad.

If someone is your enemy even- you are not supposed to backbite.

If a person A wants to lend some money from person B. And for
consultation purpose that whether the person A will return person B’s
money or not, the person B will come to you (have already experienced
the person A). So in Islam you are allowed to tell the truth to person B.
but this thing should be only between you and the person B. you are
not allowed to spoil the image of person A.
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To know the good and evil properly.

To be sure that it is effevtive.

1. One of the biggest and brightest conditions of enjoining good and
forbidding wrong, "knowing what good and the bad" is.

2. The second condition of enjoining good and forbidding wrong, "likely
impact" because the main purpose of this rule, is called the realization
of evil and preventing or resolving them. Naturally, if we do not
influence the extent possible, will not be a place to run this rule.
However, this provision enjoining good and forbidding wrong is not
heart, but on the stage and the action is enjoining good and forbidding
wrong.

Cautionary tales

In Sura Araf is the story of those who did not believe, though their
positive impact forbid the evil, misconduct forbade the Israelites from
evil.will be severe in punishment? "Nahi from evil, that still forbid their
effects were not entirely hopeless, his work was for two reasons: one is
that they are excused from their Lord, and they knew not rule out the
possibility of them entirely. According to the Quran, from these three
categories, namely Nahi from evil, commit evil and indifference and
passive, only the first category were rescued and two others, who were
punished terribly hard. Punishment that came upon them, they were in
such a way that the face in the form of apes became human!

3. Another condition enjoining good and forbidding wrong, insists on
doing evil and ignorance are well known. Thus, if an individual or
organization realized his mistake and tried to correct himself raised in
this room for enjoining good and forbidding wrong remains. In fact,
in such cases, it is known to have their own people and the need to
deny others do not. Even some jurists such as the jewel in such cases
unlawfulness were enjoining good and forbidding wrong.



The stages and levels of enjoining the good and forbidding the evil:
For enjoining good and forbidding wrong, stage three is mentioned:

Heartily-

Verbally-

Practically-

The "heart level" is to hate evil man from his well-known love.

The "level of language" is to deny viewing, not just the heart and inner
dissatisfaction sufficient, but must also have the displeasure of their
language, convey the protest to the ear.

Finally, it should be noted that this time also the ideal time and not
final, but for enjoining good and forbidding wrong must deteriorate into
action, meaning that if inadequate and ineffective much of the previous
steps, it would be taking action actually called for a reversal of evil and
fulfill the right to be entered. Even if it's your life and your loved ones to
realize the sacrifice we deny the famous and dismantled. Of course, this
step of enjoining good and forbidding wrong jurists of Islam have a duty
and not that of the individual.

The ways of implementation of enjoining the good and forbidding the
evil:

The three stages of enjoining good and forbidding wrong, especially the
second and third stages, processes orders and practical language, can
be applied in two ways: the first has been to fight "positive" and a
positive second fight in a "negative »or negative. But we can and must
gently and kindness and compassion and with complete mastery over
his nerves to deal with the deniers and the famous affair.

It was for this reason that the early Muslims when they were
committing a sin, with interest and desire to come to the Prophet and
said. They knew that the purpose of religious limits, clearing sin and not
to punish the guilty.




look sharp and angry and suggests discomfort positive effects can this
way was entered and prevent vice. The positive struggle with higher
levels it is more serious that the Islamic government.

stood at the apex of sin and duties avoided, they cut off your friendship.
Of course, this is the least that every Muslim can do in the face of evil.

Practical example:

Three of the companions of the Prophet (pbuh) in the name of Ka'b
bin Malik, bitterness bin Rabi and Hilal bin Amit, in the name of
illusory and unreal, from the battle of Tabuk with the Prophet
refused. After returning from the war prophet, went to welcome and
greeted the Prophet, but the Prophet (pbuh) did not answer their
greetings. Then went to the other Muslims, and no one not even
greeting them respond. Sad to return home, their spouse and
children of the Prophet and his companions of the baldness, the
dialogue with them and refused. Their wives came to the Prophet,
the Prophet's ad referendum that, if necessary, be separated from
her husband. The Prophet said no, divorce is not necessary, but avoid
approaching them. Days fasted and their wives took food for them,
but with them, not talking. Similarly many days passed. But the
situation did not change. They decided not to speak with each other.
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And also Allah turned in Mercy to The three of them who were left
behind until when the earth, despite all its vastness became strait for
them, and their own souls were straitened for them and they thought
there was no Shelter against Allah's Wrath; then Allah out of Mercy
paid attention towards them that they might repent. Indeed, Allah is
the Merciful Repentance-Accepter.



And the three who (to participate in the battle of Tabuk) failed (and
Muslims had cut ties with them) until when the earth, vast as they
were tight, (even) in their existence, were not his place; (at that time)
knew no refuge from Allah save him, then he has mercy to include
them, (and they were successful) repent to Allah is the Relenting, the
Merciful.



Divine Ethics
Session 10
Composed By Fatimah Fazil



Pathology of companionship with people :
Pathology : Friendship has some side effects which harms, if you don’t
know them you will harm yourself and your friends.
Interference in Private affairs of the people:
There is no problem in making friends but one must always mind
their own business and not interfere on other peoples business it 1s not
accepted in Islam to interfere in other peoples life.

To Spread Rumors:

In Islam it is not allowed to believe whatever you hear specially a
rumor and spreading it without making sure if its true or not. Rumor
may be not about a specific person its different than the back biting.
g L (& Ead G LA g 3ally A 53 G by
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(Prophet Muhammad said Abazar: For a man to be a liar it is
enough that whatever he hears, he say it).

Example:

There was a women who once spread a rumor about a certain person
and people heard the rumor she had spread, Afterwards the lady
realized that what she did was wrong, she felt guilty about what she
had done and went to a wise man to asked him what she could do to
fix it, The wise man told her to buy a hen and kill it. The lady did



what she was told, Then he said: You have to take the feathers and put
cach feather in different places and come to me tomorrow. She did
what she was told and went to the man the next day, he told her to go
and bring all of the feathers she spread, The women went and
searched for the feathers but she only found 3, she took them to the
man, He said: The purpose spreading the feathers and collecting them
later on was that when you spread a rumor you cant take back what
you’ve said its already spread among people, just like the feathers
most of them were carried away to different places.

L To Find Friends:
RS (e aSia) HBEI ALIS fpa o g el iall g ade A L o8I by
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Prophet Muhammad says:

(The religion of a person depends on the religion of his friend so if
you want to know what type of religion you have, you should look
at the friends you have.

@M (e dadd g gudl) Calia sl A3l o ala)
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Imam Ali: (A bad friend is like fire, he will burn you).

To not have friends at all is better than having a bad friend.

Characteristics of a good friend by Imam Sadique:

1. Must be the same in and out.(not like hypocrites which claim they
like you when their with you but act different when their no next to
you.

2. Considers your honors and his own honors, and your fails and his
own fails.

3. His attitude mustn't change when he starts making money.




4. Help you when your in need of something.
5. To be next to you in your hard times.
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A man once asked prophet Mohammad (PBUH):

O, Messenger of God, which friend is a good friend?

Prophet Mohammad replied: A good friend is a person which
reminds you of Allah, And when he talks to you your knowledge
increases, When you look at his behavior, then you will
understand that the day of judgment is a fact.

We should be moderate in friendships:
You mustn’t be a friend with somebody that you tell all of your secret
to him, why? Because maybe tomorrow he will become your enemy
and disclose all your secrets.
um\\guuydmuu\g&u\waﬁuh‘gbdmun\um‘yd\y\du »
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(Imam Ali said : When you are enemy with somebody, don't say
bad things about him, Maybe tomorrow you'll become friends,
then you will be embarrassed).

Whom we should not be friend with? With which type of people

we mustn’t be friends with?
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On that Day the disbeliever bites his Finger out of remorse saying:"
If only I Had followed the way guided by The Messenger,

""Woe to me! If only I had not taken such a person as my friend,

"He did indeed led me astray from The Message of Allah after it had
come to me, indeed Satan has always caused Loss to mankind."
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(They asked Imam Ali: which man is a bad man that you mustn’t
be friends with him?,

Imam Said:

The person who is decorating the sins (He presents them in a
attractive way).

A man was talking to his son and said that: "To find a true friend is
very difficult task. Up to now you didn’t find a true friend, His son
said: What you are talking about? I have a lot of friends.

One day, the father slaughtered a sheep in the house, then he put the
head of the sheep in a bag made of cloth the pocket was stained with
blood which made it look like there's a corpse in the pocket, Then he
said: Take this bag to your friends house and tell them you fought
with someone and killed him And your carrying his head in the bag,
He took the bag and went to his friends house. As soon he told his
friends what happened they all closed the door on Then the man told
his son: I have a half friend that I told you a lot about him, go to him.
The son went and said the same thing to him. The half friend was
being supportive and helping the boy calm down and offered to help
him. The boy told him it was all a prank and that he had realized that
out of all of his fiends none of them offered to help him when he was
in a bad circumstance he knew that they were never reliable.
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Chapter 6

The importance of marriage in Islam:

i) adlll allal) Ga A ale Jiabl Al £ 33EAN (e 0 3
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There are 2 men one of them is married and sleeping the other is
single and awake (worshiping god) Is there any difference between
the two men? The holy Quran said yes, the man who is married and
is asleep is much better than the single man who is not sleeping and
spends his time worshiping god by fasting and praying.

(221 02 <100 z <Y Jlag ¢ udaa Blidasa)

Marriage is my tradition if you turn away from my tradition you
are not from my way
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Prophet Muhammad said any young boys or girls who married
when he is not very old, Satan will cry this boy or girl preserved 2/3
of his or her religion, then i will not be able for that 2/3.
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If someone avoids getting married because of the difficulties of
expenses of having a family such person is mistrust in God.

" Edh £ 350 £ 350 10U dalall 4ul) 12 L ) () Bl
A man came to prophet Muhammad and said: O prophet I am very
poor, prophet Muhammad said “go and marry” the man married
and his life became better.
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The best mediation is to mediate between a boy and a girl who are
married that is the best one you will be rewarded.

® Conditions of a good spouse :

1--Nobility of the family:
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Prophet Muhammad said be aware and avoid of the flower which
are grown in rubbish what is such of this flower? Prophet
Muhammad said: that beautiful girl who has trained in a wrong
family.



® 2_Piety and being religious:
What is the exactly meaning of (piety)? It is means that to do the
obligatory and do not the forbidden.

Jlaad) 4 4835 Ll £ 335130 5 lld ) 085 Lglla ol Lgtlaad B pal) Ja W £ 33513
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If a man married a woman because of her beauty and her money,
God will leave you with this, but if you married a girl because of her
faith and her piety God will give the beauty and the money.

ORa 4235 108 S a3 o B Gab Al (1 &) tadlead) Ao puaall O I
Lgallsy al Lgdar) & g g S) Lgaad (8 Ja g S ) A

OB JS A djhial) ¢ daall gadi) qudl) o) daal O daaa Cpallcilgd ).
(248 e 2 ¢ i iwa

A man came to Imam Hassan, and said | have a daughter, to whom
you advice me to marry her, Imam said that marry her with somebody
who afraid of God, because if he loves her he always respect her and if
he does not like her he will not bother her

Imam here did not say marry her with someone who have job or
money but he said the one who fear God

® 3-Good behavior:

fon OIS ()
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I wrote a letter for abo al Hassan, and I told him that, one of my
relatives has written to me and he asked for my daughter but the
mans behavior is not good, Imam said: do not give him your
daughter to such a boy if he is a ill tempered person.

Good behavior is important for marriage

® The ethic of scientific debates:

The importance of debates:

1ol b L3l 5 ) s Coill Gl 4l Gl 3B s o) e Si20d
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So [O, Messenger] give the good news to my obedient Worshippers!
Those who listen to different speeches and preaching [regarding
religions and Rites| and follow the best among The variety, those are
the ones whom Allah has guided and they are indeed Men of
Wisdom;

(16/125).Cmd) (o (il pglan 5 Aikdl) Aie jall 5 Aadilly &) Jaa o) £
[0, Messenger!]invite mankind to The Way of your Creator and
Nurturer with Divine Reasoning and fair Preaching and argue with
them in the best manner.



® The aim of debate:

The aim of debate:
1-Positive motives:
a. When you are searching for the truth you want to find what is
right and what is wrong.
b. To enlighten and clear things: when you want to clarify the
matter that is also good.

2- Negative motives:

You want to humiliate someone.

You want to showing of your own knowledge to other.

You want to debate with some body without any aim, just wasting
your time.

® Moral points for debate:

1-To emphasize on the common issues: For example if you want to
discuss with someone you should not say for example you are from
the east and I am from the west, you show first emphasize on the
common. this Verse of Holy Koran show that :
YJMMdﬁYJ&\Y\mY\éAugm ;\JMMSUJ\ j sias L\SS\JAUJ.‘.
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Say [O, Messenger!]:" O, people of The Book! Come to the Word of
[Monotheism] which is common between us and you: That we
worship none but Allah and that we shall not associate anything
with Him and do not some of us take others as the god other than
Allah." And if they Turn their backs, then you [Muslims] Say:" Bear
witness that we are Muslims And surrender ourselves to Allah's
WilL"

®2-To understand the subject properly:
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You are the ones who disputed about what you knew well, but why
do you dispute about something that you have no knowledge of?
Allah knows while you do not know;

® 3_Clearness: frankness. Not complicated

When you want to debate with someone it must be very clear, it must not
be ambiguous, ambiguity will not help you and will not solve the
problem first of all make the issue very clear, when you make it clear
you can better debate about it.

® 4-Look at what is said not who has said:

B ca N SBEY 5 g6 L
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Imam Ali said: Pay attention to what he said not to who said it.

5-One should search for the truth and reasons:
As long as you understand what he said it the truth you must
accepted if you find he bring a reason you must accepted.

® 6-Mildness, humbleness, politeness:

(20/44) 43, 51 835 Alad LGH ¥ 38 43 ¥ gud

"Address him with mild words; he may take admonition or he may
fear [from Allah.

When you want to debate you must not attacked and become
angry.[him| here mean Pharaoh.
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The problem that you have is that you are comparing the truth with
the figure, you must comparing the figure with the truth



