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1. PROBLEMS IN ARTICLE WRITING 

AND SUBMISSION 

• Work in a pre-defined order 

• Be direct and concise 

• Be accurate 

• Be truthful (integrity issues) 

• Select an appropriate journal (classical, open access, 

topic coverage, one of the Top 10 in the field) 

 

Examine the meaning of every word and make sure that the 

text means exactly what you want to say. 

Make sure that every verb refers clearly to its correct 

subject. 



General lay-out of a scientific manuscript 

• TITLE PAGE 

• AUTHORS, AFFILIATIONS AND, POSSIBLY, CONFLICT OF 

INTREST OR PRIOR PRESENTATIONS 

• ABSTRACT (possibly, a translation into a certain specific 

language) 

• (AUTHORS SUMMARY: PLoS JOURNALS) 

• INTRODUCTION 

• MATERIALS AND METHODS 

• RESULTS 

• DISCUSSION 

• ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

• LITERATURE REFERENCES 

• TABLES 

• FIGURES 

• SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS 



Key points for TITLE PAGE 

• Make sure that your title is informative, 

attractive and as short as possible 

 

 

 

 
• Make sure that all authors are included 

• Discuss the authors order with all coauthors and position all 

authors according to their contributions (relevant: 1st, 2nd, 

senior…credits from university) 

• Make sure that their affiliations are correct 

• Clearly identify the communicating author (include: address, 

tel. no, e-mail) 



Key points for Affiliation and Conflict of 

Interest 

• Make sure that all potential 

conflicts of interest are well 

defined. This may include: 

– Sponsorship 

– Commercial affiliations of 

authors 

– Financial interest of 

authors 

– Potential patent issues 



Key-point for ABSTRACT,  

a scientific advertisement 

SEE LATER SINCE THIS IS ONE OF THE MAIN ITEMS 

TO BE DISCUSSED IN THIS WORKSHOP!!!! 

NOTE THAT THE ABSTRACT IS A VERY IMPORTANT 

FEATURE OF ANY PUBLISHED MANUSCRIPT: IT 

NEEDS TO DRAW  ATTENTION OF ALL SCIENTISTS 

THAT MAY POTENTIALLY BE INTERESTED IN YOUR 

STORY!!!! 

THE PITCH OF YOUR STUDY 



Key points for INTRODUCTION 

• Summarize the current literature without being 

overtly repetitive, do not copy texts from other 

papers. 

• Make sure that all relevant “state-of-the-art” 

knowledge is touched upon. 

• End with: clearly identify the goal of your 

studies and (very) briefly outline what it is that 

you have done in the laboratory (M&M, 

strategy) or behind the computer (statistics…)  



Key points for MATERIALS and 

METHODS 

• This section should be written in such a sense that any person 

knowledgeable in the field could repeat the experiments in his or her lab and 

obtain essentially the same results 

• Make sure that reagents or biologicals developed in the work are freely 

accessible to others 

• Refer as much as possible to methods and recipes developed and described 

in detail by others (use original studies) 

• Keep a logical order in your method’s listing(patient-samples-technique-

analysis) 

• Highlight permissions obtained from Medical Ethical Review Boards if your 

study involves human or animal experimentation 

 



Key points for RESULTS 

• Be very concise and avoid repetition of the 

description of methods 

• Put your data in such an order that you work 

towards the description of your main findings 

• Usually, one good table or one good figure 

should spare half a page (or more) text 

• Do not extensively discuss the data presented 

in tables and figures but merely highlight the 

important features 



Key points for DISCUSSION 

• DO NOT REPEAT THE RESULTS SECTION!! 

• Start: define clearly what your main findings 

are 

• Discuss the importance of your findings in 

relation to the “state-of-the-art” information that 

you have presented in the Introduction 

• Conclude with a section on the value of your 

new data and speculate upon the implications 

of YOUR findings (e.g. future perspectives) 



Key points for ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

• Thank all individuals who contributed to an 

extend that does not warrant full authorship; 

this is often quite difficult to do 

• Thank your academic or commercial sponsors 

in a neutral way (sometimes project numbers 

need to be listed or standard consortium text 

needs to be added) 



Key points for REFERENCES 

• Be complete but do not include too many 

overlapping references (i.e. it is usually not 

required to list all review papers published) 

• Do not include very old references, unless they 

are essential 

• Check the lay-out requirements (instructions 

for authors) imposed by the journal 

• Reference management is a relief (Endnote, 

Reference Manager) 



Key points for TABLES 

• Make sure your tables are 

structured well and logical in their 

sequence of columns and rows 

• Do not over-feed the reader with 

(redundant) information, be 

selective 

• Use of color can sometimes be very 

helpful 

• Clearly indicate what the numbers 

shown are representing: headings 

of the columns are very important 

• Use the table legend to add useful 

information (note) 



Key points for SUPPLEMENTARY 

MATERIALS 

• Add all of the data that may be informative for 

readers but which are not 100% essential to 

follow the “flow” of the paper 

• Make sure that the amount of data presented 

is commensurate with the journal’s 

requirements 



Key points for FIGURES 

• For figures essentially the same 

parameters as listed for the table 

are important, although in many 

cases color usage is more 

important 

• Make sure the resolution allows 

the reader to grasps the essential 

details (very important for e.g. 

electronmicrographs or 

fluorescence staining 

• Make sure that the figure in 

combination with the legend can 

be understood “separately” 



Key points for SUPPLEMENTARY 

MATERIALS 

• Add all of the data that may be informative for 

readers but which are not 100% essential to 

follow the “flow” of the paper 

• Make sure that the amount of data presented 

is commensurate with the journal’s 

requirements 



SOME FREQUENTLY OBSERVED 
TEXTUAL PROBLEMS 



CIRCUMLOCUTION 

THE ART OF SAYING, ELEGANTLY AND IN A 

GREAT MANY WORDS, WHAT COULD BE 

SAID BETTER IN A FEW WORDS 

 

“it would appear that the present time a favorable 

climatic situation prevails; however, the available 

visual data tend to indicate that the possibility of 

eventual precipitation can not be altogether 

eliminated in evaluating on, what seems, on 

reflection, to have been a perhaps unjustifiably 

optimistic statement”. 



GOOD MORNING DEAR, IT IS A 

BEAUTIFUL DAY!! 



Another example 

“this spouse desires as nutriment the following: 

pre-chilled citrus juice contained in a glass 

greater than the conventional volume, bacon, 

and/or ham in a sliced and fried condition, 

together with eggs the scrambling of which has 

been facilitated by means of a butter containing 

skillet, one or more marmalade treated muffins of 

the so-called English type, and adequate 

quantities of an appropriate beverage at and 

elevated temperature”. 



HERE IS YOUR BREAKFAST!! 



FINAL EXAMPLE 

“Regrettably, consumption of the latter of these 

cannot be expeditiously effected, due to the 

charred nature of the same” 



I AM SORRY, I BURNED THE TOAST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRIEF IS BETTER 



ABSTRACTION 

Any verb can be converted to an abstract noun: 

determination, filtration, elevation and separation 

are the abstract nouns derived from the verbs 

determine, precipitate, filter elevate and separate 

 

Protein determinations were performed by the 

method of Jones 

 

Determining the protein concentration was 

performed by the method of Jones 



MISUSE OF PLURALS 

• According to this criteria, inhibition should not 

occur 

• This data supports our conclusion 

• Neither Pseudomonas fluorescens nor 

aeruginosa was inhibited by this antibiotic 



GENERAL ITEMS 

• Greek and Latin words have their own 

particularities and peculiarities (check the 

misuse of taxa) 

• Avoid “laboratory slang” 

• Make sure to comply with the journal 

guidelines (read the “Instructions for authors”) 

• Have the manuscript edited by a native English 

speaking person!!?? 

• HAVE A THOROUGH FINAL CHECK!!!! 



PROBLEMS WITH SUBMISSIONS 

• Problems with the web site identification or 

accessibility 

• Incorrect user ID or password 

• Problems with up-loading 

• Conversion to PDF does not work 

• Delay in the review (do I address an editor, 

and, if yes, when!?) 

 

What are your personal experiences? 



2. STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE 

FOR ARTICLE SUBMISSION…A DEMO 

EJCMID 



LOGIN 



SELECT “SUBMIT NEW MANUSCRIPT” 



SELECT ARTICLE TYPE 



NEW SUBMISSION…STARTING WITH A 

TITLE 



ET CETERA….ET CETERA…. 



3. How to write a good abstract 

and its key principles 

• STRUCTURED  

 

 

 

 

 

 

• AND NON-STRUCTURED ABSTRACTS 



KEY ASPECTS 

• The abstract is the part of your manuscript that 

is copied by reference systems. Hence, it is 

more broadly published than your manuscript 

in total.  

• This implies that you should write the abstract 

in such a fashion that it tells your entire story in 

a minimal number of words without changing 

the overall message of your paper to be 

published!! 

• And it should attract readership so it must be 

challenging (as well as your TITLE!!) 



A RECENT EXAMPLE FROM OUR 

DEPARTMENT 

 



OVERALL PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS 

• Think in sections, although not all journals may 

require a structured lay-out of the abstract 

• Be even more critical of your work than you 

would be of the work prepared by others!!!! 

(ask your fellow-PhD students to review) 

• Make sure your main messages come across 

to your future readership!!!! 



CONCLUDING KEY POINTS 

• Article writing requires structure, logic, dedication and 

precise and concise formulation. 

• Manuscript submission is essentially easy (thousands of 

scientists have go through the process regularly….) 

• Write your abstract last: steal your own phrases and 

condense and refine and polish, polish and polish!!!!!! 


